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1 Introduction 

Educating students about sustainability, actively engaging them in environmental 

initiatives on campus, and fostering pro-environmental behaviour are all essential 

components in advancing sustainability within higher education institutions. 

Nevertheless, students have the potential to assume an even more significant role in 

the comprehensive integration of sustainability in universities. It is only by involving 

the entire university community in sustainability efforts that a fundamental shift 

towards a sustainable university can be achieved. 

Student involvement in advancing sustainability within GITAM Deemed to univeristy 

takes various forms. These include participation in service learning programs related 

to campus sustainability and engagement in university-led sustainability initiatives. 

Student-led actions manifest in diverse ways. GITAM identified different types of 

student-led initiatives like Raising awareness, Conducting sustainability 

assessments, Managing sustainability funds, Organizing residence challenges, 

Undertaking on-campus retrofits or renewable energy production, Collaborating 

across multiple sectors, Initiatives focusing on staff and faculty and Developing 

policies.  

These grassroots student-led initiatives exert pressure on universities and possess 

the potential to drive meaningful change toward sustainability in higher education. 

Beyond the immediate environmental impact on campus, students also acquire vital 

sustainability competencies, which they can apply in their future careers. 

Furthermore, empowering students can instil a sense of hope for a better future.  In a 

world marked by persistent challenges like climate change, biodiversity loss, and 

social justice issues, having confidence in one's ability to persevere and effect 

positive change is essential for addressing these pressing issues. Hence, GITAM is 

committed to empowering students for sustainability in higher education, therefore, of 

paramount importance.  
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2 Policy statement and Purpose  

Promoting, facilitating, and enhancing the capacity of staff, officers, students, and 

volunteers to reduce their environmental footprint and amplify their positive 

contributions. 

Empowering students to drive positive change in society and the global community 

through self-led environmental and ethical initiatives, clubs, and elected 

representatives, aligning with our established policies and values. This includes 

working in accordance with student ethical and environmental campaign policies, 

wherever feasible. 

Systematically monitoring and documenting our environmental impact to ensure our 

adherence to this policy and pinpoint areas for improvement. Regular reports will be 

presented to the relevant reporting committee to oversee progress. 

Adhering to all prevailing environmental regulations, actively identifying and 

mitigating significant environmental impacts, and striving to uphold the highest 

environmental standards whenever feasible. 

Providing comprehensive training on our Ethical and Environmental Policy and daily 

operational practices to all staff, officers, and volunteers as part of their standard on 

boarding. GITAM will support these efforts by promoting and encouraging 

environmentally conscious and ethical choices in line with this policy and 

environmental protocols.  
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3 Student led activities and events at GITAM  
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