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GITAM University SDG 13: Climate Action Progress Report : 2023-24 

 

GITAM University advanced SDG 13 through its Climate Action Policy, emphasizing 

greenhouse gas reduction, renewable energy adoption, and climate resilience. 

Achievements in 2023-24 earned a world rank of 101-200 in THE Impact Rankings 

2024 for SDG 13, reflecting strong performance among 924 institutions. 

GITAM University reduces carbon emissions through its Climate Action Policy and 

Net Zero Commitment by 2030, targeting 30% energy use reduction via renewables 

and efficiency measures. 

Key Initiatives: 

Renewable Energy Adoption 

 Solar panels totaling 1570-1614 KVA across Visakhapatnam, Hyderabad, and 

Bengaluru campuses generate ~35-36% of energy needs, displacing fossil fuels 

and cutting emissions. An energy audit identified 2,253,125 kWh annual 

savings, equivalent to 1,915 tons CO2 reduction, with rooftop solar 

contributing 1,118,533 kWh yearly. 

Efficiency and Conservation 

 LED lighting, five-star appliances, solar hot water, centralized energy 

management, and capacitive banks optimize power use. Smart metering and 

building retrofits (insulation, HVAC) support ongoing reductions. Fossil fuel 

reliance drops via sustainable transport promotion and carbon credits for 

residual emissions. 

Conducting Audits  

 GITAM has started championing the SGDs and several of the policies and SOPs 

have been revised in alignment with carbon neutrality. In addition, Energy 

Audit, Environment Audits, and Green Audits have been conducted by Third-
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party external agencies that are the members of IAF Forum. The reports are 

found to be useful documents in understanding the performance of the present 

and planning for the future. 

Use of Electricity operated Vehicles 

 GITAM uses low-speed electric vehicles for internal mobility, autonomous 

buggies. During 2023-24, it spent INR 17.59 lakhs to procure these vehicles. 
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Achievements: 

 

GITAM Bengaluru’s 500 kWp rooftop solar project, 

executed by SM Renergy Pvt Ltd, received the Leadership 

in Performance award at the 24th CII Green Power 

Conference held at the India Habitat Centre, New Delhi.  

 

This recognition affirms our effort to create sustainable, 

intelligent campuses that support high-quality academic 

and research experiences. The award reflects GITAM’s 

commitment to building sustainable campuses that 

support meaningful learning for every student. 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DLol1X1JdPK/ 

 

Innovations:  

In addition to large-scale installations, GITAM has developed and transferred 

technology for a Hybrid Solar Dehydrator to tackle post-harvest losses in agriculture, 

showcasing applied research in renewable energy.  

https://www.instagram.com/p/DLol1X1JdPK/
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https://gtec.gitam.edu/assets/uploads/documents/newsletter_3rd_edition.pdf 

 

Engagement:  

GITAM University organized several events in 2023-24 focused on climate action, 

sustainability, and renewable energy to advance SDG 13 goals. 

https://gtec.gitam.edu/assets/uploads/documents/newsletter_3rd_edition.pdf


 

 

  
 
 

5 
Gandhi Institute of Technology And Management (GITAM) 

 

Bengaluru  Hyderabad  Visakhapatnam 

14th International Conference on Sustainable Waste Management and Circular 

Economy (IconSWM-CE) & IPLA Global Forum 2024: Held in 2024 at GITAM, this event 

addressed climate challenges like rising global temperatures, waste-to-resource strategies, 

net-zero economy, and circular business models. It included discussions on decarbonization, 

green supply chains, and community-based waste management, with a hackathon for 

transforming institutional dry waste into products. 

International Synthetic Fuels Conference (ISFC-2024): Organized in August 2024 at 

Visakhapatnam campus with India Smart Grid Forum and Amity University, it featured 

experts from NITI Aayog, US government, IITs, and NTPC discussing nuclear-hydrogen 

integration, small modular reactors, and carbon capture for energy transition and net-zero 

emissions. 

Kautilya Colloquy 2024: Hosted September 21, 2024, by Kautilya School of Public Policy at 

Hyderabad campus, the Climate Change & ESG panel explored economic growth vs. 

environmental responsibility, just transitions, social equity, and carbon tariffs in international 

trade. 

Outcomes of GITAM University's climate action forums in 2023-24: 

IconSWM-CE & IPLA GF 2024 Outcomes 

The November 28–December 1, 2024, conference featured 530 papers across 63 

sessions in 11 tracks, emphasizing waste-to-resource conversion, decarbonization, 

and circular economy models. Outcomes included knowledge-sharing platforms for 

government, academia, and industry on resource efficiency, green supply chains, 

and community waste management, with a hackathon advancing institutional dry 

waste transformation into products. 

ISFC-2024 Resolutions 

Held in August 2024, the conference resolved to accelerate nuclear-hydrogen 

integration for net-zero emissions, highlighting small modular reactors (SMRs), 

carbon capture utilization storage (CCUS), and CO2-from-seawater hydrogen 

production. Participants committed to academia-industry-government 
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collaborations for decarbonizing industry and transport sectors, aiming for India's 

energy independence by 2035. 

Kautilya Colloquy 2024 Key Insights 

The September 2024 Climate Change & ESG panel outlined roadmaps for balancing 

economic growth with environmental responsibility, just transitions, and social 

equity. Resolutions advocated enhancing FAME/PLI schemes, addressing funding 

gaps, and leveraging carbon tariffs in trade to boost policy efficacy for India's climate 

goals. 

Community Outreach 

 GITAM University celebrated World Environment Day 2024 on June 5 with campus-

wide activities promoting land restoration, drought resilience, and sustainability, 

aligning with the global theme. 

 A large-scale tree plantation drive engaged students, faculty, and staff across 

Visakhapatnam, Hyderabad, and Bengaluru campuses, enhancing green cover and 

carbon sequestration. The Women Empowerment Cell highlighted eco-friendly 

initiatives like the Ela Cup for zero-waste menstrual hygiene, fostering awareness on 

sustainable products. 

 The Department of Student Life (DoSL) at Hyderabad hosted an online session on 

environmental topics, while academic calendars marked the day for integrated 

observances. These efforts complemented GITAM's Climate Action Policy, reinforcing 

renewable energy and waste reduction commitments discussed in prior forums. 

 Inspired by Gandhiji’s vision of a cleaner India,GITAM off Campus Bengaluru 

held the Swachhata Hi Seva 4.0 campaign on 4th November 2024 bringing 

together students, staff, and volunteers for four days of impactful community 

service. From collecting waste across campus to engaging with a nearby school, 

our team promoted cleanliness and environmental care with hands-on 

activities and tree planting. The final phase took us off-campus to clean a 2 km 

stretch along the national highway, ending with planting 85 trees at our 
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campus entrance. This collective effort reminds us of what we can achieve 

together for a greener, healthier future. 

 

 

 GITAM Hyderabad’s 4-week Swachhata Campaign 4.0 wrapped up with a 

robust focus on sustainability and community impact! From a campus-wide 

cleaning drive to recycling 2,370 kg of documents, the initiative was supported 

by the Directorate of Student Life, the Department of Hospitality, and NSS 

teams. We cleared 12,000 kg of scrap, created 9,000 sq. meters of usable space, 

and donated mattresses and pillows to Rudraram Village. The campaign closed 

with a tree-planting event at a local school, reinforcing our commitment to a 

greener, more sustainable future. 
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 International Coastal Clean-up Day:  

GITAM students were among the volunteers who participated in a large-scale 

beach clean-up activity at Rushikonda Beach on September 21, 2024, organized 

by The Hindu FIC in association with Arcelor Mittal & Nippon Steel (AMNS) India 

Limited. GITAM University participated in significant beach clean-up drives in 

2024, especially around Rushikonda Beach, collaborating with organizations 

like AMNS, The Hindu, and the GVMC for events like the Eco Blue initiative, 

focusing on removing plastic and debris to promote coastal health as part of 

broader environmental awareness campaigns. Students from GITAM's NSS wing, 

engineering, and medical colleges were actively involved, collecting waste and 

learning about marine pollution.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Rushikonda+Beach&rlz=1C1GCEU_enIN1183IN1183&oq=2024+gitam+beatch+clean+program&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIJCAEQIRgKGKABMgkIAhAhGAoYoAEyBwgDECEYjwLSAQoxMDM3N2owajE1qAIIsAIB8QXcmMmsfG_IjA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfBNsaBbcOO1UtkX9P5x8Xz9xdXaKuNevdOxtmJ_FFOUkycu1VAeXJEwXTN7UyjN3t-9yx-TLgmHI3zudqPDatMe1izmseX3D91WD37MpNMldqkj9npe9MIH7h23jTt2tR90n2XX8JQRRngQ_A4uy5M4ueOLi9DgaOSy9o7bIodJyy5RAVWWL_l9NaHHRDurJblk&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwj5_eSRwMGRAxV9XGwGHVjgHw4QgK4QegQIARAB
https://www.google.com/search?q=AMNS&rlz=1C1GCEU_enIN1183IN1183&oq=2024+gitam+beatch+clean+program&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIJCAEQIRgKGKABMgkIAhAhGAoYoAEyBwgDECEYjwLSAQoxMDM3N2owajE1qAIIsAIB8QXcmMmsfG_IjA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfBNsaBbcOO1UtkX9P5x8Xz9xdXaKuNevdOxtmJ_FFOUkycu1VAeXJEwXTN7UyjN3t-9yx-TLgmHI3zudqPDatMe1izmseX3D91WD37MpNMldqkj9npe9MIH7h23jTt2tR90n2XX8JQRRngQ_A4uy5M4ueOLi9DgaOSy9o7bIodJyy5RAVWWL_l9NaHHRDurJblk&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwj5_eSRwMGRAxV9XGwGHVjgHw4QgK4QegQIARAC
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/the-hindu-fic-and-amns-organise-beach-clean-up-activity-at-rushikonda-in-visakhapatnam/article68667546.ece
https://www.google.com/search?q=GVMC&rlz=1C1GCEU_enIN1183IN1183&oq=2024+gitam+beatch+clean+program&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIJCAEQIRgKGKABMgkIAhAhGAoYoAEyBwgDECEYjwLSAQoxMDM3N2owajE1qAIIsAIB8QXcmMmsfG_IjA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfBNsaBbcOO1UtkX9P5x8Xz9xdXaKuNevdOxtmJ_FFOUkycu1VAeXJEwXTN7UyjN3t-9yx-TLgmHI3zudqPDatMe1izmseX3D91WD37MpNMldqkj9npe9MIH7h23jTt2tR90n2XX8JQRRngQ_A4uy5M4ueOLi9DgaOSy9o7bIodJyy5RAVWWL_l9NaHHRDurJblk&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwj5_eSRwMGRAxV9XGwGHVjgHw4QgK4QegQIARAE
https://www.google.com/search?q=Eco+Blue+initiative&rlz=1C1GCEU_enIN1183IN1183&oq=2024+gitam+beatch+clean+program&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIJCAEQIRgKGKABMgkIAhAhGAoYoAEyBwgDECEYjwLSAQoxMDM3N2owajE1qAIIsAIB8QXcmMmsfG_IjA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfBNsaBbcOO1UtkX9P5x8Xz9xdXaKuNevdOxtmJ_FFOUkycu1VAeXJEwXTN7UyjN3t-9yx-TLgmHI3zudqPDatMe1izmseX3D91WD37MpNMldqkj9npe9MIH7h23jTt2tR90n2XX8JQRRngQ_A4uy5M4ueOLi9DgaOSy9o7bIodJyy5RAVWWL_l9NaHHRDurJblk&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwj5_eSRwMGRAxV9XGwGHVjgHw4QgK4QegQIARAF

